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SELECTMEN'S ANNUAL EEPORT.
GRAVEL PITS.
Having been directed to secure one or more gravel pits for
the use of the town, we liave endeavored to comply with our
instructions, and have made a pretty tliorough search within
the limits of the town, but with rather indifferent success.
At the time we received our instructions, we were at a
season when the immediate wants of tlie Surveyor were urgent,
and any delay at that time implied a delay of nearly one year.
We therefore made temporary arrangements w^ith Mr. E. B.
Phillips, whereby we were to take from his pasture, what
gravel we wanted for immediate use, and if we could not agree
upon terms of purchase, no expense was to come upon the
town. And as no arrangement has been concluded with Mr.
Pliillips, the case still remains open for negotiations.
After several ineffectual attempts to trade witli the Hon. E.
R. Mudge, he met your Selectmen at Town Hall, February 1,
and there it was made apparent that no part of liis estate affords
a supply of gravel of any amount, except his lawn and tlie hill
in the rear of his dwelling.
As the lawn could not be thought of in that connection, the
hill in the rear was accepted as our only chance of success
;
and as Mr. Mudge had "a plan to run a street through the top
of the hill northward to Stetson street, we,^arranged w^ith
him to have a survey, in which the town will join and establish
a grade and plan for a street at an easy grade to get to and
from our highlands and Stetson street, and ultimately to the
Depot, by which arrangement we expect to have a supply of
4gravel on the north side of said street, which may be bought
of Mr. Mudge, as we understood hira, for a fair consideration.
But as the supply of gravel must necessarily be limited with-
in the town, we would recommend the town meeting to
authorize its Selectmen to purchase of Mr. Goldthwait or John
Hooper, a piece of land in Marblehead, near the junction of
Salem and Brookhouse streets, which we have reason to believe
is better gravel to mend our roads with than any we have
found, and can be bought at a much less price than any to be
found in town ; and by so doing we shall provide for future
contingencies.
CEMETERY.
Having bought the lot of land adjoining the Cemetery, as
instructed by the Town at the annual meeting, we found in
looking up the title that Mr. Silver had a right of way through
the lot to land in the rear, and learning tliat a bond was hold-
en by Mrs. Weeks by which the land in the rear was to revert
to Dennis Lyons or his assignees at the expiration of ten years
from its date, by the payment of twenty-five dollars, we have
succeeded in having the bond transferred with the land to the
town, by which means we hope to get rid of the right of way.
As the old Cemetery is very nearly all taken up, we would call
your attention to the necessity of an appropriation, and a com-
mittee to lay out and grade the i^ew lot the coming season
;
and that a very careful estimate of the present and prospective
cost of the lots be made, and the price fixed at some town
meeting, or by some commission appointed for that purpose.
And we would recommend the repair and removal or the
sale of the Hearse House, as in its present condition it seems
neither useful or ornamental.
THE LIBRARY,
Being next to our schools the best vehicle for the diffusion of
useful knowledge among our people, and being nearly self-
5supporting, no valid objection can be urged against a trifling
expense in maintaining and extending its present usefulness,
which can be done by a small annual expenditure for the new-
est and best publications as they come from tlie press. And
we recommend an appropriation sufficient to enlarge the present
room, and afford its patrons a better opportunity for the selec-
tion of books than can be enjoyed in its present narrow limits.
THE ENGINE HOUSE AND POUND
we would recommend be removed to the town lot on New
Ocean street, as being as good a location for either as the
present, and as saving the rent paid for the land wliere they
are at present.
THE INTRODUCTION OP WATER.
No reply has been received from Lynn or Salem in answer
to our application for water for the use of the town, and we
feel constrained to call the attention of the citizens to what
may be considered the importance of having our town furnished
with a steam fire apparatus, and the introduction of water for
the suppression of fire, as a better investment than money paid
for doubtful insurance policies on the public property.
The action of the town meeting Oct. 31st, 1871, in relation
to meeting the County Commissioners on their order of notice
on petition of E. R. Mudge and others, was such that the case
went by default, and at the next meeting, Oct. 31st, 1872, we
met the Commissioners on the premises and protested against
the expense likely to be incurred by the town, and induced
them to have a survey and plan that would more fully illustrate
the expense and benefits likely to be derived from any altera-
tion they could make ; and the meeting was adjourned to Nov.
21st, at Salem, at which time the matter was postponed for a
further alteration in the plans, which have not yet been com-
pleted ; and we do not consider that any action of the town,
would at this stage of tlie case, materially alter it.
6We feel that the annual"increase of the town debt is a matter
not fully appreciated by ourselves, but may be by posterity
;
and would suggest either the payment of some portion of it
each year, or an appropriation of a contingent fund to be used
for sucli improvements as are authorized after the annual
appropriations are made.
We wish once more to call the attention of parents whose
little ones are near their schools, to the forlorn condition of a
portion of our little charges at the north part of the town, who
still have to wend their weary ways through pathless snows
over and across the railroad to the west end school, or (worse
yet) to the town hall, and whose prayers and petitions although
gracefully uttered are never answ^ered.
The foregoing together with' the following report of the
Auditing Committee, is respectfully submitted for the consider-
ation of the citizens at the annual meeting.
BENJ. POTTER,
)
ALLEN ROWE, V Selectmen.
JOHN S. HIGGINS.
7REPORT OP THE AUDITING COMMITTEE.
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEB. 28TH., 1873.
To the citizem of the Town of Swampscott /—
The Committee have carefully examined the accounts of the
different departments of the town and find them all correct,
and respectfully present the following report
:
SAM'L C. PITMAN,
DANIEL W. FULLER, ) ^^^^^^^^
F. 0. ELLIS, ) Committee.
The Assessors' valuation of the town May 1, 1872, was as
follows :—
Real Estate, #1,854,750 00
Personal, - - *- - - - 578,000 00
Total, - - . _ - . . 12,432,750 00
State Tax, 2,760 00
County Tax, - - 1,896 00
Town Tax, 17,344 00
$22,000 00
Number of polls, 544
" dwelling houses, - - - - - 411
horses, 166
" " cows, 113
" " acres of land taxed, . . _ _ 1,518
Rate of tax, 19.50 on flOOO.
8STATEMENT OP TOWN DEBT.
Elanev Jir Phillins 1000 00" J-\J\J\J \J\J
a 600 00
ii
«J Umi i lUL/LUl, - - - 4-00 00~±\.i\j
ii John Stanley, - - - lUUU uu
a jiiUVvaiu. jxnovvies.
li i i David Newhall, - ouu uu
<( ii Thomas Stanley, iuuu uu
a ii Coffin & Boyce, - 3000 00
li ii George W. Stone, - 400 00
a ii Warren E. Small, - ^00 00
a i ( Charles F. Coffin, - - 2000 00
a ii Lynn Inst, for Savings - 28,500 00
a li Henry Martin, Jr., - - 1000 00
a ii Congregational Society, - - 1218 00
a ' ii Mary Wilson, - - 1200 00
a . ii Provident Inst, for Saving, - 4500 00
Outstanding orders, - 1232 15
Total Town Debt, $48,300 15
The balance of uncollected taxes is as follows :
—
James A. Mott, 1870, - - - 42 14
John Stanley, 1871, - . - - 237 89
Joseph Harding, 1872, - - - 2574 30
— $2854 33
Due for State Aid, - - - - - - 686 00
Cash in Treasury, - - - - - - 2345 91
Value of public property 37,200 00
43,086 24
Total amount of bills paid during the year Se-
lectmen's department, .... 19,286 20
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITUEES.
SELECTMEN'S DEPARTMENT.
RECEIPTS.
Appropriation-, - - * jdbO AAA AA
EXPENDITURES.
J. F. Farmer, printing town report, 1871, - 50 00
James Wheeler, distributing reports, - - - 5 00
C. F. Bessom, printing tax bills, - - - 9 00
U.Ug llUllLcb, _ - » 9
W. T. Webster, bills and paper, - - - - 11 25
W. W. Kellogg, printing voting lists. 12 00
W. T. Webster, Assessors' Books - - - 12 00
Thomas Hadley, deed, 1 00
Arthur Potter, posting bills, _ - - - 1 50
W. T. Webster, paper, . ^ _ . - 1 76
Rice & Huse, painting street sign-boards. 5 25
Shelton & Rogers, surveying and plans for roads
and gravel pit, 82 50
J. Q. Hammond, survey and plan of Redington St., 10 00
J. Jeffries, Jr., by vote of town, - - . . 47 00
Newhall & Harmon, legal services, - - - 41 00
Joseph Wilson, refunded tax. 224 57
P. Holden, services as Justice of Peace 11 75
W. B. Chase, vaccination, ----- 375 50
Amount carried forward, - . . 1903 58
10
Amount brought jorwara, - $903 58
D. Marshall, lodging strangers, - - - - 9 00
J. D. Dennis, snow plough, _ - _ _ 40 00
D. P. Stimpson, sundries, 4 41
Joseph Harding, moving safe, - - _ . 8 33
Benjamin Potter, services as selectman, 150 00
John S. Higgins, " " " . , . 75 00
Allen Rowe, " u u . . . 75 00
George Holden, " " Town Clerk, - 75 00
" " recording births, deaths and
marriages,
.
28 68
Geo. Towns, services as Assessor, - - 75 00
J. A. Knowlton, " - - " - 35 00
Thomas E. Stone " " " 35 00
350 00\J\J
A. G. Potter, " " Secy, of Selectmen, 75 00
D. H. Millett, " " Auditing Com., 10 00
W. D. Brackett, Jr., services as Auditing Com., 10 00
F. 0. Ellis, " " " 10 00
$1,969 00
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.
RECEIPTS.
Appropriation, - - - - ; - - - 6,000 00
Massachusetts School Fund - - - - ' - 170 02
Rent of Hall in West End School House - - 37 50
$6,207 52
11
EXPENDITURES.
N. P. Sanborn, roofing, . . - - 105 99
John Chapman, building fence, 132 80
T. 0. Philbrick, stoves, etc., 150 10
" " sundries, - - - 14 62
Daniel Lee, repairs of heating apparatus, 2 70
J. L. Ross, school desks and ink wells, - 270 75
C. F. Bessom, printing school reports, - 105 50
David Austin, clock, . - - - - 7 50
I. Emmons, repairs, 67 62
J. Q. Hammond & Son, survey and plan, 10 00
AVm. H. Collins, painting and glazing, - 27 75
Wm. Rowell, stock and labor, 6 50
Foster & Roberts, expressing, . - - 21 00
Shaw & Salvage, " - ' 2 25
G. W. Stone, glazing, 2 45
J. A. Knowlton, painting, &c., 1 00
D. P. Stimpson, sundries, - - * - 14 55
Otis Ingalls, " - 3 37
Holden & Lee, " .... 1 06
John Washburn, teaming, - - - - 35 50
S. Armstrong, labor, 5 00
Winslow Whitman, whitewashing, 40 00
P. CuUen, sundries, ----- 2 58
Choate & RoAve,,wood and coal, - 382 82
Lewis Delano, janitor of grammar schoolhouse 404 92
Betsey Galencia, " " Beach " 50 00
James Bryant, " West End " 42 00
J. H. Hayes, care of Farm school-house 14 00
Mrs. Cronan, cleaning - . _ . 2 50
P. C. Porter, books, ink, &c., - - - 34 24
W. B. Chase, sundries, - - 34 80
Amount carried forward, $1995 87
12
Amovmt brought forward $1995 87
P. C. Porter, services as teacher, - - - - 1000 00
Clara W. Woodbury, services as teacher, - - 303 49
Ellen Ledyard, " " - - 450 00
Clara M. Colcord " " - - 450 00
Mary E. Boynton, " " - - 450 00
Sarah Palmer " " - - 427 91
Charlotte F. Mott, " " - - 400 01
Louise S. Boynton, " " - - 69 00
Lizzie Hadley, " " - - 146 51
John Capen, services as School Committee, - - 60 00
W. B. Chase, " " - - 50 00
$5,802 79
WEST Em) SCHOOL HOUSE mPEOVEMENT.
Appropriation - - - - - - - 1500 00
EXPENDITURES,
Ivory Emmons, stock and labor - - - - 1485 00
J. Q. Hammond & Son, plan . - , , 20 00
Waldo Thompson, insurance ^ ^ ^ ' 11 50
G. Martin, labor - - . - - ^ - 2 00
$1,518 50
NORTH END SCHOOL LOT.
Paid Jewett & Luscomb for land - - ^ ^ 800 00
13
TOWN LIBRARY.
RECEIPTS.
Town appropriation, ' - 200 00
Received for rent of books 292 95
•1492 95
EXPENSES.
Paid A. Williams & Co., Boston, for books, - - 121 02
" Estes & Lauriat, for books, - - - - 146 23
" J. E. Tilton & Co., for books, - . - 74 88
" D. P. Stimpson, for subscription to Harpers
Monthly Magazine - . . . 3 61
W. T. Webster, for magazines and acc't book 19 00
" Thomas Breare, for binding books, - - 31 00
" Charles Bessom, printing, - - - 4 00
" Benjamin Potter, 1 book - - . - 4 00
Curtis Merritt, salaries and sundries - . 122 95
$526 69
CONDITION OF THE LIBRARY.
Number of books in the Library - - - - 1798
" " purchased this year. - - - 249
" " donated by Dr. W. Lewis, - - ' 5
missing - 4
" of days open to public - - . . 52
" of books delivered during the year - - 5282
Appropriation,
HIGHWAYS.
$4000 00
14
EXPENDITURES.
Robert Harris, teams and labor - - - . 4078 81
Ivory Emmons, stock & labor for fences and drains, 408 95
S. Flint, drain pipe, ------ 215 30
John Bowers, jr., blasting on Essex street, - - 71 45
P. Cullen, Iron work - 90 16
Potter & Main, sundries - - - - - 9 75
Joseph Breed, 2d, lumber, ----- 18 72
George Town, posts, - - - - - - 10 40
^4903 54
SIDEWALK ON HUMPHREY STREET.
Robert Harris, curb-stones and labor, - - - 372 50
Thomas Dexter, lamps and posts, - - - - 156 00
I McMillea, oil, .7 80
Ivory Emmons, labor, - - - - - 3 18
$539 48
ORIENT ST. IMPROVEMENT AND NEW STREET TO THE BEACH.
S. C. Pitman, teams and labor, - - . - 1061 25
William R. Blaney, land, ----- 166 66
John Washburne, teams, 98 00
t
$1325 91
CEMETERY DEPARTMENT.
Appropriation, - - - - - - - 100 00
Receipts for sale of lots, 290 00
" " rent of land, - - - - - 15 00
$405 00
15
EXPENDITURES.
J. H. Webster, pump, - - - - - - 23 50
S. Armstrong, making well, d:c., - 118 25
ij, x>. ijruiiiey, Utnuvvciitj, - . _ 71
James Bryson, labor, - - - - 121 00
S. H. Andrew, " - - - . 1 75
I. H. Higgins, services, - - - - 20 00
#285 21
OVERSEERS OP THE POOR DEPARTMENT.
Appropriation, - - 50000
EXPENDITURES.
To Taunton Lunatic Asylum for board and cloth-
ing of Marietta C. Lewis and James Bishop, 865 08
" City of Boston, aid to Ellen Burrows, - - 72 00
" Family of Jerry Peabody, (to be paid by the
town of Melrose), - - - - 34 00
" Margaret Welsh, (this was returned to the Town
Treasurer), 21 50
" Choate & Rowe, coal, - - - - - 10 00
" Thomas Stone, services, cBc, - - - - 24 87
$527 45
REDINGTON STREET IMPROVEMENT.
Robert Harris, labor, ----- - 406 12
P. Cullen, iron work, 15 67
$421 79
16
TOWN SCALES.
John Washburn, share in scales, - - - - 88 00
Allen Rowe, a a u . . . _ 5 59
Daniel Roberts, u u . . . _ 559
Eben'r Thorndike, " " " - . - . ' 5 50
George W. Stone, 5 50
John Washburne, repairing - - - - 70 59
John Stimpson, weigher, - - - - - 41 00
221 59
STATE AID DEPARTMENT
lleceired from the State, 620 00
EXPENDITURES.
A. M. Widger, - ; - - - - - 88 00
M. E. Stone, - - - -
.
- - - - 20 00
Bridget Milan, ' - 88 00
Lydia Small, - ^ . - r - - 48 00
Deborah Delano, 48 00
A. M. Chute, - - - - - - - 88 00
Hannah Johnson, - - - - - - 48 00
M. Fairbanks, 48 00
I. M. Glass, ......... 72 00
J ames Umber, - - 48 00
John G. Stimpson, ..... - - 90 00
$686 00
17
TOWN HOUSE DEPARTMENT.
RECEIPTS.
Rent of Town Hall, from Charles Lewis, - ' - 191 00
" " " Unitarian Society, - 100 00
" lower Hall, " Baptist Mission, * . 52 00
$343 00
EXPENDITURES*
N. P. Sanborn, repairing roof - - . . 7 78
William Rowell, stock and labor - . . - 22 50
B. F. Smith, " " 13 68
I. Emmons, " " 13 84
Potter & Main, hat racks, ----- 3 00
P. Cull en
,
iron for door step, . - - - 5 74
Earth Closet Co., fixtures, . - - ^ - 13 26
William Collins, painting and glazing, - - * 13 50
Choate & Rowe, coal, - * - * - ^ 41 13
Holden <fe Lee, oil, &c., . - - . . 29 11
Lee & Ford, - - . . - - 9 93
D. P. Stimpson, * - * - - * , 8 50
J. B. Newcomb, " - - . . . - 107
Charles Lewis, services as /Janitor, - - - 25 00
" care of school room in Town Hall, 14 00
" cleaning, - - - - 16 00
door lock, 1 00
$239 03
18
MISCELLANEOUS.
POLICE.
G. Martin, services special police - - - - 14 50
Thomas Hadley, services special police, - - 5 00
19 CO
HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
A. F. Nisbett, services at house of Dr. Lawrence, 27 2J
" " on Board, - - - 20 50
W. C. Stone, services, printing and cash paid out 15 80
W. B. Chase, services, . •- . _ . IQ 00
Potter & Main, sundries, 1 50
175 09
FIRE DEPARTMENT.
William Seger, land rent, 35 00
1. E. 0. Nisbett, care of engine, 25 GO
G. W. Stone, glazing 6 67
66 67
MEMORIAL DAY.
Paid Commander of Post 118, G. A. R., 100 00
19
RECAPITULATION OP APPROPRIATIONS,
Jleceipts and i^^penditures.
APPROPRIATIONS AND RECEIPTS.
Selectmen's Department, 2000 00
School " 6000 00
Highway 4000 00
Sta^te Aid, - - - 600 00
Overseers of Poor, 500 00
Town House, ^ - 343 00
Town Library, - - 200 00
Town Cemetery, 100 00
State and County Tax, - - - - - - 5300 00
Interest on Town Debt, 3000 00
Memorial day, - - - - - - - 100 00
Miscellaneous, - - 300 00
Corporation Tax, 2412 35
School fund^ - - - - - - - 170 02
Dog fund, 144 15
Interest, - - 6 32
Cemetery lots, - - - - - - - 305 00
Library, 292 95
Hall in West End School House, - - - - 37 50
For Overseers Poor, 21 50
Drain Pipe, 54 00
Insurance Dividend, 42 00
Town Scales, 49 00
125,867 79
20
EXPENDITURES.
Selectmen's Department $1,969 00
Town House ------- 239 03
School Department 5,802 79
Highways - - - - - - - - 4,903 54
Library - - 533 69
Cemetery - - - - - - - - 285 21
Police - - - - - - - - . 19 50
Board of Health 75 09
State Aid 686 00
Orient street - - ' 1,325 91
Fire Department - - - , - - - - 66 67
Memorial Day - - - ^ - - - 100 00
West End School House 1,518 50
Redington street
- 421 79
Sidewalk and Lamps, Humphrey street - - 539 48
Overseers of the Poor 527 00
North End School House lot . . - - - 800 00
State Tax 2,760 00
County Tax 1^896 00
Interest on debt - - - - - - - 3,189 50
127,658 70
SCHEDULE OP ?UBLig PROPERTY.
Town House and lot, - - - - - 112,000 00
Grammar School House and lot, - - - - 8,000 00
Beach . 2,500 00
Amount carried forward • - - $22,500 00
21
Amount hroiiglit fonvard
West End School House and lot - - 7,000 00
Farm " " " . - ' - 2,500 00
North Fiif] " 800 00
Engine House, ----- 400 00
Fire Engine Hose Carriage, - 800 00
500 00
Gravel Pits, - 1,000 00
New Cemetery lot, - 1,200 00
137,200 00
22
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TOWN OF SWAMPSCOTT, in account wiih JOSEPH
HARDING, Collector.
Cr. Dr.
By am't of taxes committed for col., $23,660 18
To amount of taxes collected, ... - 20,155 86
" Discomits, - - - - - - 571 85
" Abatements, 358 17
Uncollected, • - - 2,574 30
$23,660 18
TOWN OF SWAMPSCOTT, in account with JOSEPH
HARDING, Treasurer.
1872. Dr.
To cash paid Selectmen's orders, 1871 - - - 1407 6^
" " Overseers' " " . . . 52 62
" Selectmen's " 1872 - - - 18,482 70
" Overseers' " "... 527 45
" Note of Jonathan Brown - - - 1,000 00
" First National Bank, Lynn - 5,000 00
Wm. C. Stone - - - 1,000 00
County Tax 1,896 00
State " - . - - - 2,760 00
" National Bank Tax, 1871 - - - 2 33
Interest on Notes - - - - 3,189 50
Balance in Treasury ----- 2,345 91
$36,664 10
24
1872. Cr.
By cash from John Stanley, balance in Treasury - $2,777 39
a a rent of Hall m West End Schoolhouse 37 50
u u rent of Town Hall - 191 00
C£ Baptist Mission - 52 00
i6 u Unitarian Society - 100 00
ii u Curtis Y. Merritt on account of Library 292 95
ii a Cemetery Lots - 305 00
u State Treasurer, State Aid 620 00
a " CoriDoration Tax - 2,412 35
" Mass. School Fund 170 02
u County Treasurer. Hosr Fund - 144 15
u a Literest 6 32
<,(. Overseers of Poor - - - . - 21 50
a
sale of drain pipe . - 54 00
a cc Insurance dividend - - - - 42 00
c& First National Bank, Lynn, temporary
loan 5,000 00
u Wm. C. Stone - . . . 1,000 00
First National Bank, Lynn, temporary
loan 2,500 00
a Town Weigher - 49 00
u John Stanley, Collector, 1871 - 733 15
Joseph Harding, " 1872 - 20,155 86
$36,664 19
JOSEPH HAEDING, Treasurer,

